
Jewish	Life	Vocabulary		 	 General	
#OnwardHebrew	 	
	

Jewish	Education	Center	of	Cleveland		 	 #Onward	Hebrew		
	 	 	 Page	1	
	
	

	

Value	Words	

Conceptual 

Hebrew	 Transliteration	 Translation/Description	

אַחַת רֶגלֶ עַל  al	regel	ahat	
“On	one	foot”;	

Meaning:	without/little	
forethought	

 בְּצֶלֶם
הִיםאֱלֹ  

B’tzelem	Elohim	 In	the	image	of	God	

	b’rit בְּרִית Covenant;	contract	

אֶרֶץ דֶּרֶךְ  derekh	eretz	
“Way	of	the	land”;	

Meaning:	the	common	way	that	
people	act	

וְאֵלוּ אֵלוּ  eilu	v’eilu	 Both	this	and	that	

	hai חַי Life;	alive;	living	

	hesed חֶסֶד Kindness	

	hutzpah חֻצְפָּה
Nerve;	guts;	the	quality	of	

over-stepping	boundaries	with	
no	shame	

	kadosh קָדוֹשׁ Holy	

	mensch מֶענטְְשׁ (Yiddish)	A	good	person	

	middot מִדוֹת Values;	virtues	

	mitzvah מִצְוָה Commandment	

 תַּכְלִית

takhles	
(note	the	

pronunciation	
difference	from	the	

Hebrew)	

(Yiddish)	
Details;	essence;	bottom	line	

	t’shuvah תְּשׁוּבָה Repentance	

	tzedek צֶדֶק Justice	


