#OnwardHebrew

HANDS-ON WAYS TO REINFORCE HEBREW LETTERS

One of the biggest obstacles to students learning to decode Hebrew well, is them not being
able to identify all the of the Hebrew AlefBet. While it is true that some of these holes in
learning are caused by absences (it’s hard to learn something if not in attendance), some of the
issue may be impacted by minimal reinforcement of letter shapes, names and sounds.

Research from the science of reading indicates that when a learner has to draw/write a letter
from memory, they are demonstrating more permanent learning. This, as compared to shaping
them with wiki sticks, pipe cleaners, clay, or their own bodies. Younger students would benefit
from participating in the first set of learning activities (below) that reinforce the shapes of
specific letters (scroll down to see the section that begins mid-page). Older students should
work towards the ultimate goal of writing/drawing from memory (see the section that begins
towards the bottom of page two). Depending on the age of students, time available and chosen
materials, letter practice could be scheduled for 5-20 minutes during the learning session.

A note regarding the embedded links, below: Some potentially unfamiliar supplies include a link to the
product online; please feel free to check around for better pricing and other packaging options. An
educational program might purchase a class set of many of these materials and find a way to share them
between groups of students after each session. For example, one week the first graders might have use of
glitter glue and the next week a class of fifth graders could use the supply.

Students who would benefit from learning the general shapes of Hebrew letters
could:

1. Trace their fingers along paper (or sandpaper) cut into
letter shapes with an Ellison die cut machine.

2. Decorate a letter shape with markers or small, creative
materials (sequins, beads, etc.) The letter could either be
hand drawn on paper and photocopied so each student has a
copy, or cut out from an Ellison die cut machine.

3. Decorate a page with Hebrew stickers (a link is here).

4. Stamp with Hebrew letter stamps (a link is here).
5. Eat Hebrew AlefBet cookies (a link is here).

6. Scratch off round circles that have been placed over the letter of the day so students
“discover/uncover” it (a link is here).


https://www.amazon.com/Joyful-Artistry-Colorful-Stickers-Materials/dp/B0CBL5D93L/
https://share.google/DQNo23HLmZcCwGDh6
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Alpha-Bites-Vanilla-cokies/5493177621
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00KVKEZJQ/
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7. Count the number of Hebrew letters in the room that match the letter of the day
(these could be on posters already in the room, or multiple copies of a few different
letters placed around the room).

8. Count the number of times they find the “letter of the day” on a page
from a children’s book in Hebrew (e.g., The Very Hungry Caterpillar) or a
siddur (prayerbook). The page could be projected on a white board or
printed on a piece of paper shared by pairs of students working together.

9. Find and cut out (or simply circle or highlight) the letter of the day from newspaper
headlines or magazine article titles. [Someone traveling back from Israel could bring
these.]

10. Reveal a letter by washing watercolor paint over a piece of white paper to discover the
letter of the week written boldly with a white crayon. This watercolor paint will not be
able to stick to the crayon, revealing a letter’s shape.

11. Sing or chant the letter’s name while decorating the letter. For example, “Alef, Alef,
Alef” (pause) “Alef Alef”). Pairs of students could come up with their own (much better)
chants.

12. Chant instructions for drawing the letter. A Lamed ('3) might be “line down, move to the
right, line down, move down to the left diagonally.”

Students ready to draw letters could be given:
1. Scented markers (a link is here)

2. Felt tip markers (a link is here)

3. Dry erase markers and a personal white board (a link is
here) or laminated white sheets of cardstock in place of the
white boards

4. Dry erase markers used on a window [This definitely needs
permission from your education director and/or maintenance
staff prior to doing.]

5. Multi-colored pens (a link is here)

6. Puff paint


https://www.amazon.com/Mr-Sketch-Scented-Assorted-10-Count/dp/B0006HXGQ2/
https://www.amazon.com/Paper-Mate-Medium-Assorted-Colors/dp/B000J09CO6/
https://www.amazon.com/Lapboards-HERKKA-Students-Classroom-Supplies/dp/B0CTCN6NL6/
https://www.amazon.com/Lapboards-HERKKA-Students-Classroom-Supplies/dp/B0CTCN6NL6/
https://www.amazon.com/Paper-Mate-InkJoy-Medium-Assorted/dp/B019QBOG3U/
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7. Glitter glue

8. “Glitter Gel Double Outline Markers” (a link is here) A

9. Asensory squishy bag (info and recipes are here) /f’////
10. Black scratch-off art paper (a link is here) |

11. A tray of wet sand

12. Shaving cream (unscented)

13. Fingerpaint

14. Small flat stones and permanent markers (a link is here if these stones are hard to find
outside in your locale)

15. Chalk (for use on a sidewalk or safe area of the parking lot)

16. A personal notepad and pen, pencil or marker



https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CHYPVXCX/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B0CHYPVXCX&
https://www.learning4kids.net/2015/06/30/how-to-make-squishy-sensory-bags/
https://www.amazon.com/Scratch-Rainbow-imagination-Display-DLOnline/dp/B073Z8PY19/
https://www.amazon.com/Lifetop-Painting-Kindness-Smooth-Surface/dp/B07MLQP58J/

