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GETTING STARTED

One of the most potentially heart-warming displays of a child’s Hebrew learning
happens around the seder table with family and friends. With this scenario in mind,
Hebrew teachers typically dedicate several sessions to helping students learn to
confidently and competently sing (or read) the Four Questions.

In the last couple of years, powerful research-based strategies have emerged for
teaching prayers, blessings and Hebrew rituals. One of the most impactful is introducing
the sounds of Hebrew before asking learners to decode the print. This strategy is
called sound-to-print (S2P) learning. Consider this progression of S2P ideas as you
work with the Four Questions this year:

J You may:

o Sing or read a phrase to be repeated back by the learners, much as
songleaders teach a new song.

o Sing or read one question together with the students.

o Play “Sparkle” — Choose one of the questions to be at the center of the
game and ask everyone to stand up. In turn, each student says or sings
one of the words in the chosen question. The idea is that they hear the full
guestion in order, but each player offers only one word at a time. The
person who says the last word in the question sits down and is out.
Continue, repeating with the same question: go around the room with
everyone reciting or singing one of the words in order. Again, the person
who says the last word sits down and is out. Continue until one person is
left standing — that’s the winner!

o . Note that
folding the page in half helps students easily focus on one question at a time.

o Ask students what they notice about its set-up or format:

= How might the way the questions are printed help them learn to
better read or sing the Four Questions?
= What patterns do they see in the Hebrew?

o Have learners follow along as you read or chant the opening lines at the
top of the page. Ask them to decode it — no it is not cheating to use their
knowledge of the Hebrew from the first part of the lesson.

o Put students in groups of three and ask them to take turns reading or
singing the lines covered that day.

. As learners read/sing, point to the
correct word on the Four Questions posters (see page 5 for info on accessing
them). Once students have worked with more than one question, sing/read all
they have learned at the beginning and end of your time together.
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FOUR QUESTIONS POSTERS

(Download or order)
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There are five posters in this set. You may:

e Download and print them on 11x17 paper. There is no charge.
https://tinyurl.com/4Qs-poster

e Order them from the JECCMarketplace, asking for the enlarged posters to be
mailed to you. There is a charge for printing and mailing.
https://www.jeccmarketplace.com/ma-nishtana-posters/

Note that the photos on these posters match the Hebrew Through Movement photo
cards for the Four Questions (see page 13 to learn where to find the links).


https://tinyurl.com/4Qs-poster
https://www.jeccmarketplace.com/ma-nishtana-posters/
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LARGE FONT WORD CARDS

(Ready to print)

Large font word cards clear away distractions
and allow learners to focus on the specifics of a
word that Is challenging to decode.

Word card activities are most effectively used
one-on-one, with learning facilitated by a teacher
or teen assistant.

Here’s how:

Spend time helping students pay attention to the details of ONE enlarged word at a
time.
1. Read the word aloud to the learner.?

2. Ask the learner to segment the word according to Hebrew conventions (to
learn how, see pages 15-16 of this packet).

3. Read the word aloud one more time, this time with the learner watching the
print. You may also cover up the word and offer it to the learner verbally, asking
them to repeat it back, segment by segment.

4. Then, ask the learner to decode the word. If they struggle, read the word to
them again and then have them decode it back to you while keeping eyes on the
print.

Repeat steps 1 to 4 as needed.

Conclude by asking the learner to decode the full question from which the word was
isolated.

1 A person who has grown up with their native language has a large vocabulary — they know what words
are supposed to sound like. When native language learners are in the early stages of slowly sounding
out a new word, they are able to self-correct, fixing a letter’s sound or the rhythm of pronunciation. Our
learners do not have Hebrew vocabulary to refer to and so we help them greatly when we read (or sing)
a word or phrase first.
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Not all the words in the Four Questions ritual are offered in the list below,
just ones that students might have challenges reading/decoding. There is
no reason to use them all — choose those that are specifically needed by
your learner(s).
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HEBREW THROUGH MOVEMENT:
THE FOUR QUESTIONS

Amazingly, in only four Hebrew Through Movement lessons, students learn all but one

or two words/phrases in the Four Questions.

To find the lesson outlines, as well as matching photo cards, scroll down on this page

Four Questions Toolkit

hitps://www.hebrewthroughmovement.org/pesah.html until you find the section pictured

below:

SCRIPTS AND PICTURE CARDS
FOR THE FOUR QUESTIONS

For EACH of the four lessons posted below, you will
find easy to download script suggestions PLUS
photocards for teachers to download and print AND a
set of 8 cards for learners to cut apart and use (which
is perfect for fZoom-teaching). Scroll down for an in-

class poster with all Four Questions.
OPTION TWO (1st lesson):

nyn
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PV nay
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Matzah

Food with leaven

To it “yashwin™ - up straight
To sit “m subin”- reclining

lesson_1_script.pdf
Download File

)

1_photocards. pdf
Download File

e

1_eight_per page.pdf

,’?‘_- Download File

The webpage linked above has four total lessons and four sets of photo cards to

download.
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APPENDIX:
HOW TO SEGMENT HEBREW WORDS

In elementary school, children generally learn how to identify the number of syllables in
an English word by clapping: the number of claps or beats equals the number of
syllables. For example, the word “holiday” produces three claps, thus three syllables.
Hebrew words are divided differently and so in the world of #0OnwardHebrew, we call
the comparable divisions “segments.”

Dr. Lifsa Schachter teaches that there are three basic rules for dividing Hebrew words
into segments:

e Each segment must have a full vowel sign.
] I- ] L} am am — T

e A Sh'vais not counted as a full vowel sign.

e A Hataf is also not counted as a full vowel sign.

Based on those three rules, how many segments are in the following Hebrew
words?

MY P23
) Answers
ﬂb??f_l NTaln are on
T T the next
922y PIIN -
JREAA NY
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The number of full vowel signs, and thus segments, are:

P32 One full vowel sign, one segment

‘{>i‘|ﬂ Two full vowel signs, two segments
]’?I;iN Two full vowel signs, two segments
Y One full vowel sign, one segment
nﬁw; Three full vowel signs, three segments
,—1‘;1?‘;1,-_1 Three full vowel signs, three segments
ppkY Two full vowel signs, two segments
],3_19,9 Two full vowel signs, two segments

And if you think about it, this way of segmenting Hebrew words allows for more accurate
pronunciation. Looking at the second to last word:
e A person decoding it by counting the beats (per the English) would give it three
even beats: sheh-b-khol
e But someone who knows how to say the word orally would blend the last three
letters: sheh-bkhol.

For an activity to introduce segmenting to your learners, check out this resource:
https://tinyurl.com/Segmenting-Hebrew.
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S2P RESOURCES TO HELP TEACH
ANY PRAYER OR BLESSING

Conquering the Challenge
Of Hebrew Decoding

A guide for educators in
part-time/synagogue settings

This guide matches challenges
faced by Hebrew learners, with
research-based strategies. Find
your challenge and then explore
a variety of proven teaching
techniques you may not have
previously considered!

https://tinyurl.com/Conquering-
Decoding

At the bottom of the linked webpage
(in green, below) are prayers and
blessings offered in large font with
extra white space. Included are
formatted pages of: Sh’'ma and its
Blessings, the Amidah, Torah and
Haftarah blessings, and Kiddush.

https://tinyurl.com/Teacher-Tutor-

Resources
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A Hebrew teacher wanted to
determine if sound-to-print learning
made a difference for her students.
The data she collected may
surprise you! This 28-minute video
is definitely worth watching!

https://tinyurl.com/Does-S2P-

work
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