Jewish Life Vocabulary

#OnwardHebrew

Calendar/Holidays

CALENDAR/HOLIDAY VOCABULARY LIST

Most lists are in alphabetical order, by the column with transliteration.

Items in “quotations” are literal translations.

* Terms with an asterisk are part of the Hebrew Through Movement vocabulary lists

N2Y Shabbat

Hebrew Transliteration Translation/Description
. Service on Friday night;
N2y nYap | Kabbalat Shabbat TVIEE On Ay hig?
receiving Shabbat
Sweet braided bread eaten on
70 hallah* _
Shabbat and holidays
mon hallot* Hallah, plural
. . _ Cup of wine over which the Kiddush
VAT OO kos kiddush* o :
blessing is recited
. , Blessing said over
NOXIAD Hamotzi
hallah/bread/food
: , Blessing over wine;
wvITPR Kiddush* B e
sanctification
Ceremony at the end of Shabbat;
N2720 Havdallah* . o
' separation
) POYT0N? I’hadlik ner* “To light candles”
) ner* Candle
M) nerot* Candles
YN esh Fire; flame
mp)alvp] b’samim Spices
5N hol* Profane; normal
VTP kodesh* Holy; sacred
DYV NAY | Shabbat Shalom “A good Shabbat”
20 Y1y Shavu-a tov “A good week”
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YN
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
vaT d’vash* Honey
. Prayerbook for
RALA)A! mahzor* _ _
' - High Holidays
e My shanah Year
YN YN —
9V shofar* Ram’s horn
IARIMR t -ah* Appl
Rosh Hashanah* S apu-ad bple
DXNMAN tapuhim* Apples
. Throwing away of
oY Tashlikh & away
sins
. Yamim _
DN O _ High holy days
nora-im
. . shanah .,
' N2V MY a good and sweet
Greetings T N tovah
NN year”
' u’m’tukah
. . I’'shanah Ha new year;
N2 MYy PPy y
' tovah “to a good year”
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YR
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
NON het Sin
. Prayerbook for
MNNN mahzor* _ ,
' - High Holidays
795 OP Prayer recited at
, evening service of
. MDD Kol Nidre _
Yom Kippur ' Yom Kippur;
“all vows”
N2WVn t’shuvah* Repentance
. Fast (not eating or
DN tzom* ( o &
drinking)
May you finish
(Yom Kippur) by
g’mar being inscribed (in
Greeti R0 12 hatimah the Book of Life)
reetings . )
& N2 -
tovah for Good
(meaning that it
should all end well)
D 0N tzom* kal “An easy fast”
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VN
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
. Citron;
NINN etrog* ) )
P lemon-like fruit
A “bouquet” of
alm, myrtle,
A0 lulav* p Y
willow branches,
plus an etrog
DXNIIN orhim* Guests
Moo Covering on the
" 120 s’khakh* s
' roof of a sukkah
Sukkot Hut;
n2v sukkah* _
' temporary dwelling
(Aramaic)
Guests; ancestors
. . who are
PPIYN Ushpizin .
P metaphorically
welcomed into a
sukkah
_ hag .
NRY N Happy holiday
same-ah*
Happy Holiday; said
Greetings _ _ as a greeting durin
D> TVIN mo-adim th & il gd fg
: e middle days o
nNRYY I’simhah Y
Sukkot;
“seasons of joy”
Jewish Education Center of Cleveland #Onward Hebrew
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YN
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
)7 degel* Flag
Marching/dancin
BRIPA hakafah* _ &/ &
with Torah
. . Multiple rounds of
7P NNHY . . .
' MR hakafot* marching/dancing
] with Torah
Simhat Torah :
nRY simhah* Happiness
Five Books of
MRAAR Torah* Moses, in scroll
form
_ : hag :
Greeting NRY N Happy holiday
same-ah*
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Hebrew Month: Heshvan
nwn
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
“Bitter Heshvan,”
labeled as such
None! NN | Mar-Heshvan due to the

month’s lack of
holidays
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1292
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
Menorah with 8
branches plus one
71220 Hanukiyah* for the
shamash/helper
candle
M ner* Candle
) nerot* Candles
A great miracle
120 M0 917 ©) nes gadol happened there
ov hayah sham (said by those
Hanukkah outside of Israel)
A great miracle
LAPARERA nes gadol happened here
na hayah poh (said by those in
Israel)
vny shamash* Helper (candle)
MmN sufganiyah* Donut
. , (Yiddish: Dreidel)
MN2°29 s’vivon* .
' spinning top
Ha Hanukkah;
Greeting D?jﬂb_{ n hag urim ”H:;Zy_holiday of
nRY same-ah _
lights”
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Hebrew Month: Sh’vat

LY
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
_ Y etz* Tree
VIV YO
DoNY etzim* Trees
Tu Bish’vat . _
M9 p’ri* Fruit
15™ (day) of “Order”;
the Hebrew ritual meal
( A seder* o
month) Sh’vat (a Tu Bish’vat
seder)
Jewish Education Center of Cleveland #Onward Hebrew
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Hebrew Month: Adar
L.
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
12910 malkah* Queen
20 melekh* King
Tl?m m’qgillah* Book in scroll form
noMN Waillat Esth The scroll (book)
' illat Esther
INON g of Esther
D)9 , Purim baskets;
. e mishloah _ .
NN NIYYN gifts for friends
. ' manot* _
Purim and family
(Yiddish:
YOO oznei haman* Hamentashen)
Tt [First syllable is “oh”] | triangular pastries;
“Haman’s ears”
. Yiddish: grogger
%A ra’ashan* ( , grogger)
' noisemaker
Greeti DX ND hag Purim “ Purim”
reetin . d urim
® nRvY same-ah PPy

Jewish Education Center of Cleveland

#Onward Hebrew
Page 9




Jewish Life Vocabulary
#OnwardHebrew

Hebrew

Month: Nissan
)

Calendar/Holidays

Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
Dessert; hidden
. afikoman* matzah that is
PPN
' searched for
during seder
Ny beitzah* Egg
It would have been
_ “enough for us”;
T dayeinu _
asonginthe
haggadah
- a9
: Book used for
NI haggadah*
Passover seder
Pesah Food containing
NN hametz* grains forbidden
Passover
on Pesah
A mixture that
. represents the
noIn haroset*
CT mortar used by the
Israelites in Egypt
nwp k’arah* Seder plate
09 karpas* Leafy greens
MM maror* Bitter herb
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(E9A matzah* Unleavened bread
DN Mitzrayim Egypt
Period of counting
: seven weeks
my Omer
' between Pesah
and Shavu’ot
“Order”;
REAY seder* ritual meal for
Pesah
VN Z’ro-ah* Shank bone
Greeting NIV N | hag same-ah* | “Happy holiday”

Jewish Education Center of Cleveland
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Hebrew Month: Nissan
0
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation

NIVD OY _

ONIW DY | Am Yisra-el People of Israel

Yom
Hasho-ah NIV Sho-ah Holocaust
Holocaust NI zikaron Memory
Memorial Day
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Hebrew Month: lyyar
N
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
_ _ PLIN hayal Soldier
YI20 OY
mpily) hayalim Soldiers
Yom Hazikaron gaRk) kavod Respect
Memorial Day DY shalom Peace
(for Israel’s fallen N2Y tzavah Army
soldiers) _
NI zikaron Memory

Jewish Education Center of Cleveland
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Hebrew Month: lyyar
N
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
NINDNY atzma-ut Independence
7)1 degel* Flag
TINDIYD O
oN3 kahol* Blue
Yom Ha'atzma-ut
12 lavan* White
Independence Day
INIY Yisra-el* Israel
nym M’dinat State of | |
.' ate of Israe
NI Yisra-el*
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Hebrew Month: lyyar
N
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
(Yiddish)
The “event” of
AtAYALIP kumzitz people enjoying a
. campfire;
NIV N7 P ,
' “come sit”
Lag Ba’omer ABRIIA m’durah Campfire
d Period of counting
33" day of the
. seven weeks
Omer MY Omer
' between Pesah
and Shavu’ot
: s’firat Counting the
MY NP0
' ' ha’omer Omer
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Hebrew Month: Sivan
MY
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
D92 bikkurim * First fruits
MY o o
T )P0 N Har Sinai* Mount Sinai
Shavu’ot
A I +an Torah Giving of the
- matan Tora
Feast of Weeks RIS Torah
Five Books of
Nn Torah* Moses, in scroll
form

Jewish Education Center of Cleveland #Onward Hebrew
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Hebrew Month: Av
mlA
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
The Temple —
center of Jewish
; . worship in
AN YY) VIPND M3 | Beit Hamikdash P
' Jerusalem over
Tishah B’Av 2000 years ago;
“the holy house”
oth of Av o9y trom* Fast (no food
or drink)
D2V Y’rushalayim* Jerusalem
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Other Observances
Holiday Hebrew Transliteration Translation
ﬂﬁ’)}{l‘j
Ta’aniyot DN tzom* Fast
Fast days
Greeting P O tzom* kal “An easy fast”
R 08 1a hodesh Month
DOYIN hodashim Months
Rosh Hodesh
mvy shanah Year
New Month N yare-ah Moon
Greeting 20 VTN hodesh tov | “A good month”
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